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An AH-64 Apache flies over our cadets. Photo: C/CMSgt Noah Rehr

The students had the opportunity to see three well-known helicopters at the Longhorn airfield
today. They got to enter the aircraft and meet the pilots. This was an exciting highlight of this
week’s encampment activities.

Cadet Olympics

Today was filled with fun, competition, and teamwork as cadets took part in a variety of team
sports and physical activities. Flights competed against one another in ultimate frisbee, relay
races, soccer, and flag football, building teamwork, motivation, and physical fitness while
strengthening the bonds within their flights.




Army Aviation Demonstration

Today, the cadets visited the airfield for an up-close look at U.S. Army aviation. They watched
an AH-64 Apache demonstrate aerial maneuvers, observed a UH-60 Black Hawk conduct a
simulated 9-Line MEDEVAC exercise, and saw a CH-47 Chinook perform a firefighting water
drop using a Bambi Bucket carrying approximately 2,000 gallons of water. Following the
demonstrations, cadets had the opportunity to tour the aircraft and speak directly with Army
pilots and aircrew about their careers, experiences, and the training required to fly and
maintain these helicopters. Experiences like these give cadets a firsthand look at military
aviation while showcasing the many career opportunities available through military service. For
many, it serves as an inspiration to continue developing the leadership, aerospace, and
character skills they gain through Civil Air Patrol as they pursue their own future in aviation or
military service.

Army MEDEVAC

One of the many activities cadets experienced at the airfield was a training exercise
demonstrating the U.S. Army's 9-Line MEDEVAC Request. The 9-Line is a standardized
radio request used to coordinate the rapid evacuation of injured personnel by medical
evacuation (MEDEVAC) aircraft during both combat and training operations. Cadets
learned how critical information—including the pickup location, number of patients,
severity of injuries, and landing zone conditions—is communicated to the aircrew to
ensure the aircrew arrives prepared for the mission. As part of the demonstration, cadets
had the opportunity to transmit portions of a simulated 9-Line request directly to the
helicopter crew, giving them a firsthand look at Army aviation and emergency medical
evacuation operations.

—a




